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CERTIFICATE OF APPROVAL 


Amendments to the Constitution and Bylaws of the Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation, Yolo County, 
Brooks, California, which was adopted by the qualified voters of the Tribe on January 17, 2010, 
is hereby approved pursuant to the authority delegated to the Secretary of the Interior by the Act 
of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat. 984), as amended and redelegated to me by the Director, Bureau of 
Indian Affairs on October 1 1 , 2006. This approval is effective as of this date; provided that 
nothing in this approval shall be construed as authorizing any action under this document that 
would be contrary to Federal Law. 
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constituted bylaws ORIGINAL 

YOCHA DEHE W1NTUN NATION 
YOLO COUNTY 
BROOKS, CALIFORNIA 

We, the adult members of the Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation ("Tribe"), located in Yolo County, 
California, in order to establish a formal organization and to secure the privileges and powers 
provided for by the Indian Reorganization Act, do hereby ordain and establish this constitution 
and bylaws. This Constitution shall supersede the Constitution and Bylaws of the Tribe 
approved on March 13, 1976 and November 19, 1993 and this Constitution shall henceforth 
constitute the governing document of the Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation. 

ARTICLE I - NAME 


The name of this organization shall be the Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation. 

ARTICLE II - TERRITORY 

The jurisdiction of the Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation shall extend to the territory within the 
present confines of the Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation (not consisting of the Dibble Ranch) and to 
such other lands as may hereafter be added thereto. 

ARTICLE III - MEMBERSHIP 


The membership of the Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation shall consist of: 


Section 1. All individuals now living who were listed as distributes or dependent members of 
distributes in the Plan for Distribution of Assets of the Rumsey Rancheria as approved by the 
Associate Commissioner of Indian Affairs on January 27, 1967, who have not relinquished their 
membership in the Rumsey Rancheria. Their names are listed below: 


Beulah Knight McDaniel 
Harriet Knight 
Elaine Lowell Smith 
Rooney Smith 
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Section 2 . Lineal descendents of any person named in Section 1, Article III, whether said person 
is living or not. ci 

CD 

Section 3, No person shall be a member of the Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation if he: 

O , 

(a) Was a member of any tribe or band of Indians when its trust relationship with the? 
Federal Government was terminated; 0 


Daisy Lowell Eugene 
Phillip Knight 
Randall Knight 
Rocco Knight, Sr. 
Rocco Knight, Jr. 
Alfred Lorenzo 


Harry Lorenzo 
Arthur Lowell 
Burnam Lowell 
Elwood Lowell 
Janice Lowell 
Sylvia Lowell 


(b) Has been allotted on another reservation or on the public domain; 


(c) Is officially enrolled with or is recognized as a member of another tribe or band. A 
"recognized" member of another tribe or band of Indians is a person who has 
received a land-use assignment or payments by reason of membership in another 
tribe or Rancheria, except through inheritance; 

(d) Has relinquished, in writing, his membership in the Yocha Dehe Win tun Nation. 

Section 4. The Tribal Council shall adopt an enrollment ordinance, subject to the approval of 
the Community Council, governing future membership, loss of membership, and the adoption 
of new members, and prescribe rules and procedures by which the initial membership roll shall 
be prepared and thereafter kept current. 

ARTICLE IV - GOVERNING BODY 

Section 1. The governing body of the Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation shall be the Tribal Council, 
composed of five (5) members of the Community Council. The Community Council shall be 
composed of all members of the band who are 18 years of age or older. 

Section 2. The Community Council shall elect the Tribal Council from its members, by secret 
ballot. The Tribal Council shall consist of Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer, and two Council 
members, who shall hold office for three years, or until their successors are duly elected and 
installed. Such other committees may be appointed or elected as from time to time may be 
deemed necessary. 


ARTICLE V - MEETINGS 

Section 1. Regular meetings of the Community Council shall be held on the first Sunday in 
January of each year at 2:00 p.m., at a place designated by the Tribal Council. Special Meetings 
of the Community Council may be called at any time by the Chairman or three members of the 
Tribal Council and shall be called promptly upon receipt of petitions signed by a majority of the 
members of the Community Council requesting such meetings. 

Section 2. A majority of the qualified voters shall constitute a quorum at all meetings of the 
Community Council. Notices of all Community Council meetings shall be given in writing at 
least two (2) weeks in advance of the meetings. 

Section 3. Meetings of the Tribal Council may be called by the Chairman, or in his absence, by 
the Secretary or Treasurer when deemed necessary. Three members of the Tribal Council shall 
constitute a quorum for the conduct of its business. 

ARTICLE VI - ELECTION 

Section 1. The executive committee in existence on the effective date of this Constitution and 
Bylaws shall continue to function until those officials elected at the 1976 election, pursuant to 
this Constitution, are duly installed in office. 

Section 2. All elections of officers shall be by secret ballot. Regular elections of officers shall be 
conducted at the January meetings of the Community Council each third year in accordance 
with an election ordinance adopted by the Tribal Council; Provided, That the first election of a 
Tribal Council shall be held within thirty (30) days of the date the Secretary approves to this 


Constitution creating said Council and said Council shall serve until the January, 1995, meeting 
of the Community Council. 

ARTICLE VII - VACANCIES AND REMOVAL 

Section 1. If a member of the Tribal Council shall die, resign, be recalled from his office, 
permanently leave the community or shall be found guilty in any State or Federal Court of a 
felony while in office, the office shall be automatically vacated. 

S ec ti on 2. Upon receipt of a petition signed by thirty percent (30%) of the qualified voters 
requesting the recall of member of the Tribal Council, the Tribal Council shall call a Special 
Community Council Meeting to hear the charges against the official. It shall at the same time 
notify the accused in writing of the charges against him and of the date, hour and place of the 
Council meeting at which time he may appear and answer those charges. After the accused has 
had an opportunity to be heard by the Community Council, a secret ballot vote for or against 
recall will be conducted. The decision of a majority of those present and voting shall govern. 
Pro vided , That at least fifty percent (50%) of those eligible to vote shall vote. If the majority 
vote is for recall of the accused Tribal Council member, his office shall automatically be vacated 
and the Community Council shall proceed to nominate candidates and elect a replacement 
Tribal Council member who shall serve the unexpired term of office. Such Community Council 
meeting shall be held within ten (10) days of the date that a valid petition for recall action is 
filed with the Tribal Council. 

ARTICLE VIII - POWERS OF THE TRIBAL COUNCIL AND COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Section 1, The Tribal Council of the Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation shall exercise the following 
powers subject to any limitations imposed by the statutes and Constitution of the United States: 

(a) To negotiate contracts and grants with Federal, State and local government and 
other organizations or individuals and represent the Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation 
in all forums; 

(b) To retain legal counsel; 

(c) To veto any proposed sale, disposition, lease or encumbrance of tribal lands, 
interest in lands or other tribal assets of the community; 

(d) To advise the Secretary of the Interior with regard to all appropriation estimates 
for Federal projects for the benefit of the Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation prior to the 
submission of such estimates to the Office of Management and Budget and to 
Congress; 

(e) To establish such housing and other authorities as are necessary to promote the 
welfare of the community; 

(f) Subject to Section 2 below, to enact and carry out all tribal ordinances and 
resolutions and establish subordinate tribal bodies; 

(g) To adopt rules and regulations necessary to implement the powers conferred 
upon it by this Constitution; 


(h) To join and/ or charter organizations composed of more than one Indian Tribe; 

(i) To plan and manage economic affairs of the Tribe; 

(j) To promulgate and enforce resolutions and ordinances; 

(k) To exercise any other powers necessary or convenient to carry out its 
constitutional duties. 

Section 2. Notwithstanding any of the powers of the Tribal Council enumerated in Section 1, 
the Community Council shall have the following powers: 

(a) To approve all ordinances or resolutions relating to future membership, loss of 
membership and the adoption of members; 

(b) To approve any lease, assignment, encumbrance or other disposition of trust 
lands; 

(c) To approve all contracts entered into by the Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation with a 
value of more than One Million Dollars or with a term exceeding one year. 

Section 3. Any rights or powers heretofore vested in the Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation, but not 
expressly referred to in this Constitution, shall not be lost by their omission but may exercised 
by the adoption of appropriate resolutions, ordinances, bylaws or amendments. 

ARTICLE IX - BILL OF RIGHTS 

Section 1. The protections guaranteed to persons by Title II of the Indian Civil Rights Act of 
1968 (82 Stat. 77), against actions of a tribe in exercising its powers of self-government, shall 
apply to the Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation, its officers and all persons within its jurisdiction. 

ARTICLE X - AMENDMENT 

Section 1. This Constitution and Bylaws may be amended by a majority vote of the Community 
Council at an election authorized for that purpose by the Tribal Council, provided that at least 
thirty percent (30%) of those entitled to vote shall vote in such election. 

Sec tion 2. Amendments, in writing, may be proposed by any two members of the Community 
Council. The proposal shall be referred to a committee appointed by the chairman. The 
committee shall report upon the proposal at the next meeting of the Community Council. No 
amendment shall become effective until it has been adopted in an election of the Community 
Council called by the Tribal Council. 


BYLAWS OF THE YOCHA DEHE WINTUN NATION 
YOLO COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 


ARTICLE I - DUTIES OF OFFICERS 

Section 1. The chairman shall preside at all meetings of the Community Council and of the 
Tribal Council. He may appoint another member of the Tribal Council to preside temporarily 
when it is necessary for him to be absent from a meeting. The chairman shall also be the chief 
executive officer of the community and exercise any authority delegated to him by the 
Community Council. 

Section 2. The secretary shall make a full report of the proceedings of all regular and special 
meetings of the Community Council and of the Tribal Council. He shall conduct all 
correspondence affecting the community. It shall be the secretary's responsibility to keep 
minutes of all regular and special meetings and to submit copies of such minutes to the 
superintendent of the agency having jurisdiction. 

Section 3. The treasurer shall be the custodian of all funds which may accrue to the benefit of 
the community, and he shall receive, receipt for and deposit them in a bank covered by Federal 
Deposit Insurance Corporation. He shall pay out funds only on order of the chairman; 
supported by resolutions of the Community Council. He shall keep accounts of all receipts and 
disbursements and shall make a financial report at the annual meeting of the Community 
Council. Whenever the Community Council deems it necessary, the treasurer shall be bonded 
to the Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation, with bond premiums payable from the tribal funds. The 
books of the treasurer shall be subject to annual audit or inspections at the direction of the 
Community Council or the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

ARTICLE II - OATH OF OFFICE 

Section 1. Each officer, elected or appointed hereunder, shall take an oath of office prior to 
assuming the duties thereof, by which oath he shall pledge himself to support and defend the 
Constitution of the United States and this Constitution and Bylaws. 

Oath: I, do solemnly swear that I will support and defend the 

Constitution of the United States against all enemies; that I will carry out, faithfully 
and impartially, the duties of my office to the best of my ability; that I will promote 
and protect the best interests of my community in accordance with the Constitution 
and By-laws of the Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation. 

ARTICLE III - ORDER OF BUSINESS 

Section 1. The following order of business is hereby established for all meetings: 

1 . Call to Order by the Chairman 

2. Roll Call 

3. Ascertainment of a quorum 

4. Reading of the minutes of the last meeting 

5. Adoption of the minutes by voice vote 

6. Treasurer's report 


7. Unfinished Business 

8. Reports 

9. New Business 

10. Adjournment 

ARTICLE IV - 

This Constitution and Bylaws, when adopted by 
at an election authorized for that purpose by the 
percent (30%) of those entitled to vote shall vote 
shall be effective from the date of such adoption. 


- ADOPTION 

a majority vote of the qualified voters, voting 
Tribal Council, provided that at least thirty 
in such election; the Constitution and Bylaws 


CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS OF THE 
RUMSEY INDIAN RANCHERIA 


CERTIFICATE OF RESULTS OF ELECTION 

Pursuant to an election authorized by the Regional Director, Pacific Region, Bureau of 
Indian Affairs, on November 13, 2009, the attached Proposed Amendment to the 
Constitution and Bylaws of the Rumsey Indian Rancheria, was submitted to the qualified 
voters of the Tribe and was on January 17, 2010, duly adopte d/rejecte d- by a vote of 
•S~~ for, and / .against, and (j." cast ballots found to be spoiled or mutilated, in 
an election in which at least thirty percent (30%) of the / entitled to vote cast their 
votes in accordance with Section 16 of the IndianReorganization Act of June 18, 1934 (48 
Stat. 984), as amended. 



Chairperson, Efec 





Election Board Representative 



ard Representative 


Date: 


z/n 


